M.A.C.C.
REGULAR MEETING

MAY 5, 2010


The meeting was brought to order by President Ervin.


The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.

The minutes were approved as read by the Membership.  (Dom Costa/Matt Arena


President Ervin introduced Mr. Chris Berdnik, CEO Pittsburgh Public Schools


President Ervin introduced State Representative Dom Costa and Magistrate Judge Ron Costa who were present.   Representative Costa stated that his office was having an Open House on May 12, 2010 from 2-6 p.m.  There will also be a ribbon cutting for the whole building.  The building located at the former 1742 Morningside site is now 6808 Greenwood Street.

President Ervin introduced Mr. Chris Berdnik, CFO/COO  of the Pittsburgh Public Schools Facilities/Plant Operations Division.  Mr. Bernik gave a presentation about the future plans for all the *vacant Pittsburgh Public Schools and explained the letter that was sent out to residents of Morningside   Some of the things Mr. Berdnik spoke about were:  working with Communities to do something with the vacant buildings,   what to do with buildings that are not able to be rehabilitated,   when property is torn down, what do they do with the vacant  lot,   what if there is asbestos in buildings,  and being able to keep up the costs of heating and upkeep of vacant buildings

President Ervin brought to Mr. Bernik the attention that M.A.C.C. had already sent out an RFP and got back two proposals in which it picked  Green Development.  Green’s proposal was for 17-20 unit apartments/condo’s, with the rental at market rate which would be $700- $1200 a month.   They are in the process of financial funding and getting the building made historically eligible.   This has all been in the works for several months now.   Mr. Berdnik stated that it would give M.A.C.C. one more cycle to conclude this issue  which will be on January 2011 and if it does not come to fruition,  then it will go out to bid from anyone who puts out a bid.
COMMUNICATIONS  John Santore with Ms. Diane Wuycheck , Communications Consultant


Ms. Wuycheck explained that the Communications Committee is now in its final plan.   Ms. Wuycheck explained the final plan which will be geared towards e-mails, Newsletter and word of mouth and will target people that are not in M.A.C.C. or other Organizations, and will try to work with  the Sports Teams.   Ms. Wuycheck also stated that there is $2900 left from the Grant and it has to be decided what to do the extra money from the Grant before it is lost.

Ms. Ervin stated that she will be doing the Newsletter and the deadline is May 21, 2010.
COMMITEES

MEMBERSHIP  Leslie Kass


Ms. Kass stated that as of May 5, 2010 there are 103 members and for 2011 there are 8.

HOUSING  Matt Diersen


Mr. Diersen stated that there was a walk thru and no issues were found.

PUBLIC SAFETY   Stacey DiRenzo


Ms. DiRenzo was not present, but a member stated that a loud motorcycle has been going through the neighborhood disturbing the peace.

GREENING AND BEAUTIFICATION  Amy Ervin


Ms. Ervin stated that for the Spring Clean-Up there were 6 volunteers.  The Business District and and Natoli Field were done.


Ms. Emily Keebler from Councilman Dowds office stated that the Morningside Council on the Go did a walk thru of the Neighborhood.

NEW BUSINESS


State Representative Dom Costa stated that there will be major cuts in the Budget this year.  84-86% will be in Adminstrative and 14% in everything else including Social Services.


Baker Street has been grated in which it will now be paved.


M.A.C.C has been given a Grant for $1000 from the Neighborhood Investments.  Some of it will be used for flowers for planting at the garden plots.

The Baker Street Overlook was discussed.  It was stated that the owners of the land could donate their land to the city and they would become fiduciaries of the land.


A Greenway will be developed along Baker Street and along Butler Street,  looking for name for the Greenway.

OLD BUSINESS


Mr. John Santore stated that M.A.C.C. needs to update its Insurance plan, and to do that it will cost $750.   It was decided by the group that M.A.C.C. will reconsider updating if  bigger Grants are given to the organization.


The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Corinne Antoszewski, Secretary                                                                                               APPROVED



*Vacant Schools and their status:   Beltzhoover—Community Letter, Boggs—Under Auction,  Berkwir—Charter Review,  Columbus- URA,   Connelly—Sale agreement,   Gladstone—using as warehouse,  Knoxville—Open RFP,    Letske--  ? ,  Madison—letter,   Mann--  letter,   Mullet—3 offers,   Baldwin--  RFP,  Morningside—RFP, 2 proposals,   Prospect--  letter,   Ridge--  letter,   Rodgers—letter, 1 offer (housing),  Schenley—forming a Committee,   Vann--  Retain
