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CITY OF PITTSBURGH
“America’s Most Livable City”
Office of Mayor Luke Ravenstahl

February 2010

Dear Residents,

In 2009, our most livable City of Pittsburgh saw 40 percent fewer homicides than in 2008.  While crime has not been eliminated, we are making great gains in protecting our City’s streets and neighborhoods.

Over the past few years, we have implemented public safety initiatives that complement the solid police work of our local law enforcement.  However, the safety of our streets cannot be achieved by the work of the Police Bureau alone.  It takes the collaboration of City residents such as yourselves – business owners, students, parents, engaged community members – to commit to working with law enforcement to develop preventative, proactive approaches that will lead to real gains in public safety. 

The Pittsburgh Bureau of Police is dedicated to working with neighborhood residents, schools and businesses to identify community problems and concerns, and help solve them. Each police zone has a Community Policing Officer dedicated to working in collaboration with neighborhoods. 

What is a Community Policing Officer (CPO)?  Every police zone has a single officer, the CPO, who is assigned to answer calls in the area, attend community meetings to help identify and strategize around community issues, and work with residents to develop crime reducing strategies. You can play a critical role in ensuring your and your neighbor’s safety by engaging with community-oriented policing strategies.

How do you do that? One way is to attend your Zone Public Safety Council meetings, where your CPO reports on crime trends and incidents in the Zone. Another is to call your CPO to discuss what is happening on your block and what you can do to make a difference.

You can work with your CPO to start a Block or Neighborhood Watch to stop crime before it happens. Block Watches keep community members aware of the current crime happenings on your street and provide an avenue to get to know your neighbors while developing crime problem solving strategies.  

I encourage you to reach out to your local Community Policing Officer and get involved in protecting the safety of your community.

· Zone 1:  Officer Forrest Hodges (412) 323-7201

· Zone 2:  Officer Janine Davis (412) 255-2827

· Zone 3:  Officer Christine Luffey (412) 488-8326

· Zone 4:  Officer Matthew White (412) 422-6520

· Zone 5:  Officer Michael Gay (412) 665-3605

· Zone 6:  Officer Kenneth Stevwing (412) 937-3051

If you do not know which is your local police zone, check out http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/police/html/police_zones_map.html for more information.

 Sincerely,
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 Luke Ravenstahl

 Mayor, City of Pittsburgh
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